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«Original Cartoon Exhibition» of Balcıoğlu
Ankara (DGPI)— The world-famous Turkish cartoonist Semih Balcıoğlu open­
ed a "Cartoon Exhibition" in Ankara.
Turkish Grand National Assembly Speaker Necmettin Karaduman, General 
Director o f Fine Arts o f the Ministry o f Tourism and Culture, Mehmet özel 
artists, journalists and guests attended the opening o f the exhibition o f 25 
printed cartoons.
Born in Istanbul in 1928, Semih Balcıoğlu graduated from the Graphic 
Department o f the State Fine Arts Academy. His first cartoon was published in 
the magazine "Akbaba" and later he drew for various newspapers and magazines, 
among which are: Karikatür, Şaka, Amcabey, Taş, Taş Karikatür, Akşam, Vatan, 
Dünya, Hürriyet and Tercüman.
Semih Balcıoğlu's cartoons are on display in museums in Tolentino (Italy), 
Gabrovo (Bulgaria), Basel (Switzerland), and at the Painting and Sculpture 
Museum in Turkey.
Three-dimensional Cartoons
Mr. Balcıoğlu is the first cartoonist to draw three-dimensional cartoons in 
Turkey. His book "Güle Güle Istanbul" (Good-bye Istanbul) was awarded first 
prize at the International Cartoon Book Competition, held in Pescara, Italy. He 
has held 19 exhibitions and published nine books to date, and is also the owner 
o f a "Golden Palm" award, among 33 others. He displayed his cartoons drawn on 
tiles in Istanbul and Ankara, in the years, 1964, 1965 and 1966.
Mr. Balcıoğlu who is among the best 106 cartoonists in the world, according 
to Gabrovo House o f Humour, defines cartoons as "the art o f humour in lines. 
We convey our message through lines. A cartoon will be understood everywhere 
in the world, like musict without changing due to translation as in literature. 
Cartoons have a 114-year history in Turkey and I can say that they are on a 
universal level."
The exhibition will end on December 10.
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